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UNCLAS MANAGUA 1478 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, NU 

SUBJECT: TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT SEMINAR MISSION 

REF: (A) SAN SALVADOR 1210; (B) SAN JOSE 516 
(C) MANAGUA 272; (B) USDOC 755 

1 . EMBOFF HAS SPOKEN AGAINS WITH GENERAL HEBERTO SANCHEZ, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF NICARAGUA'S TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND POSTAL SERVICE (TELCOR) 
(SEE REF C), WHO EXPRESSED CONTINUING INTEREST IN UPCOMING SEMINAR 
MISSION IN SAL SALVADOR. 

2. SANCHEZ, WHO HAS HELD HIS PRESENT POSITION FOR ONLY THREE MONTHS, 
INDICATED THAT TELCOR HAS MANY NEW PROJECTS THAT IT WISHES TO IM- 
PLEMENT. ALTHOUGH TELCOR HAS TRADITIONALLY TURNED TO GERMAN SUPPLIERS 
OF TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT IN THE PAST (PRIMARILY SIEMENS), SANCHEZ SAYS 
THAT THE DECREASING VALUE OF THE DOLLAR, TO WHICH NICARAGUA'S 
CURRENCY IS LINKED, HAS INCREASED THE COST OF TELCOR'S GERMAN MARK 
LOANS BY THE EQUIVALENT OF $5 MILLION. A SIMILAR PROBLEM EXISTS 

WITH JAPANESE EQUIPMENT WHICH TELCOR HAS BOUGHT IN THE PAST FOR 
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NICARAGUA'S EARTH SATELLITE STATION. THEREFORE, TELCOR IS PARTICU- 
LARLY INTERESTED AT THIS TIME IN EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITIES OF 
PURCHASING U.S.-MANUFACTURED EQUIPMENT. 

3. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, AND THE FACT THAT NICARAGUA HAS THE 
LARGEST EARTH SATELLITE STATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA, EMBASSY FEELS 
THAT A STOPOVER IN MANAGUA TO VIEW FIRST-HAND NICARAGUA'S NEEDS AND 
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THE SATELLITE STATION MIGHT BE BENEFICIAL TO MISSION MEMBERS. 

SANCHEZ INDICATED THAT HE WOULD BE VERY HAPPY TO HAVE THE MISSION 
STOP IN NICARAGUA AND WOULD GIVE THEM A PERSONAL BRIEFING ON HOW 
NICARAGUA STANDS VIS-A-VIS TELECOMMUNICATIONS, WHAT ITS PRESENT 
CAPABILITIES ARE AND WHAT ITS FUTURE NEEDS WILL BE. HE NOTED THAT 
TELCOR IS CONTEMPLATING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SECOND SEARTH SATTEL- 
LITE STATION WHICH WOULD BE LOCATED ON NICARAGUA'S EAST COAST AND 
WHICH WOULD BE USED PRIMARILY FOR COMMUNICATION WITH EUROPE AND 
ASIA. 

4. INFORMATION ON NICATELSAT, NICARAGUA'S EARTH SATELLITE STATION: 
LOCATED FIVE KILOMETERS FROM NICARAGUA WITHIN THE RIM OF AN EXTINCT 
VOLVANCO, IT IS AN EARTH STATION STANDARD A. OPERATING SINCE DECEMBER 
1972, IT CONTAINS JAPANESE EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING A 32 METER DISK 
ANTENNA. CARRIER NUMBER ONE OF THE SYSTEM CONTAINS 102 CHANNELS 
WHICH PROVIDE SERVICE TONORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA. CARRIER NUMBER 
TWO CONTAINS 60 CHANNELS WHICH SERVICE ERUOPE. THE STATION CONNECTS 
WITH INTELSAT IV AS 1. (AN AMCIT REPRESENTATIVE OF COMSAT GENERAL 
CORP LOOKS AFTER LATTER’S PART OWNERSHIP IN NICATELSAT.) 

5. IN REVIEWING THE ORIGINAL PROGRAM, EMBASSY NOTES (REF D) THAT 
MISSION IS SCHEDULED FOR SAN JOSE JULY 12-14 AND FOR GUATEMALA CITY 
JULY 15-19. PERHAPS MISSION COULD STOP IN MANAGUA BETWEEN THESE 
TWO POINTS ON THE WEEKEND OF 15 AND 16. EMBASSY ALSO NOTED (REF B) 

THAT TIMING NOT CONVENIENT WITH SAN JOSE. PLEASE ADVISE IF NEW 
SCHEDULE HAS BEEN DETERMINED AND WHETHER INFORMAL STOP IN MANAGUA 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 MANAGU 01478 301629Z 

DEEMED APPROPRIATE AND LOGISTICALLY FEASIBLE. 

SOLAUN 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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NNN 
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